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Walks from Holcombe 
Walk B.-  Stubbins Estate and Moor Road 

This is one of a set of walks starting from a car park in Holcombe near 
Ramsbottom. For an overview of the different walks, look at the end of this 
booklet. Some of the walks can be merged to make longer walks. 
This particular 4.3 Mile walk drops down to go through paths between the B6214 
and A676 (mainly Stubbins Estate) and then ascend (400ft) to return via Moor 
Road optionally going up (170ft) to Peel Monument. 
Good views over Scout Moor and Edenfield and reasonably paths in most 
weathers.  
“Walk A” in this series can be used to add a return over Holcombe Moor and 
visiting some points of interest. A bit longer but only a small increase in ascent. 
“Walk D” in this series combines the Irwell river and returns along the outward 
path of this walk. If considering that as a walk, please read that description as a 
different start point is beneficial. 
This walk (B) commences from the car park at SD781162 or BL8 4NN (which is a 
few yards south of the car park.) The car park has a 2m height barrier. 
NOTE: Quite a few of the pictures here are from the other direction but that 
direction is not recommended due to a fairly steep final ascent to the car park in 
that direction. 

 
 

It is important to always be appropriately dressed for the conditions and carry, and know how to use, a suitable 
map for the walk. 
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1: SD 781162 There are a number of ways 
to get from the car park to the start of the 
main outward route. See Point 2 for the 
recommended route but alternately walk 
right along the B6214, then Chapel lane (at 
church), which becomes Rawsons Rd, then 
becomes Tanner St. As this turns right to 
become Carr St. you look for a footpath to 
the right of the row of houses below the 
Rose & Crown. Goto Point 7 
 
2: SD 781162 Otherwise go left out of the 
car park for a few yards to find and enter a 
footpath. After 180 yds(160m) bear left 
(NE) with it. In about ¼ mile and after some 
fences, bendy planks and staying left at a Y 
junction, there is an opening in a fence. Go 
through and left a few yards uphill onto 
another path to turn right down to a cul de 
sac leading to Dundee Lane. 
 
 

3: SD 785166 Turn left onto the lane and 
follow it for about 1/3 rd mile (550m) as it 
bends right, joins Tanners St. and as it bend 
right again to pass the Rose & Crown look 
for a footpath at the end of the row of 
houses below the pub.  
 
 
 
 
 
4: SD 788170 Go along this path and in a 
short distance you walk past the curved 
front of the “Old Mill Hotel & Leisure Club”. 
Find the road leading away largely north 
(same direction) from the hotel. In about 
180 yds(160m) reach the gates of a house 
with footpaths to both sides.  
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5: SD 788173 Bear right on the solid path. 
After 130yds (120m), just as this path bears 
left, a path joins from the right. Take the 
path to the right. This leads through a 
kissing gate to a long narrow path beside a 
fence. (less than ¼ mile/300m?). At the end 
of this path is a gate. 
 
 

 
6: SD 788177 There are two options here. 
The path to the left should lead through a 
wood and over a field to point 8 below. 
Although less of an ascent it has not been 
checked. Turn right to go down through an 
awkward path through woods, through a 
gate, 2 stiles and beside some metal fences 
to find a gate into Stubbins Estate. 
 
 
 

7: SD 789179 Note .It is possible to continue 
in the same direction to SD 788196 and 
head to Moor Rd from there but please 
read the relevant part of Walk D first.  
To continue this walk go through the gate 
on the left into Stubbins estate and ascend 
steadily on a reasonable path to reach a 
style beside a gate. 
 
8: SD 786180 (The optional path point 6 
above, arrives through the gate shown here 
on the right). The described path arrives 
over the stile shown on the left. (noisy dogs 
announce presence!).  Continue up the 
(now solid) farm track passing a farm to 
reach the B6214 road. 
 
  

 
NOTE: above is from opposite direction 

 
NOTE: above is from opposite direction 
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9: SD 783180 Turn right and follow the road 
for a little less than 1/3 rd mile (450m?) 
passing one footpath on the left to find a 
footpath on the left perpendicular to the 
road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10: SD 782185 Follow this track uphill 
(130ft) for 300yds (270m) to go through a 
gate onto Moor Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11: SD 779184 A further option here. “Walk 
A” (anti-clockwise) comes past here from 
the left and goes onto visit points of 
interest and over the moor to Peel 
Monument. Look at point 3 on Walk A for 
that.  To continue this walk, turn left and 
follow Moor Road for more than ¾ mile 
(1.4Km) and just before it starts to descend 
significantly there is a farm track and a wide 
path on the right. 
 
12: SD 782171 To ignore Peel Monument, 
continue on Moor Rd which in 1/3 rd mile 
(550m) meets the B6214 and following that 
reaches the car Park in a 400 yds (360m).  
To visit the Monument, take the path (not 
farm road) on the right and simply follow 
this up to the Peel Monument. ( ½ 
mile/800m and 170ft ascent). 
. 
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13: SD 777164 Having visited the 
Monument, continue on the track from 
which you arrived i.e. turning right from the 
tower (SW). This is a good zig zag track that 
leads most of the way down with a final 
“zig” at some houses. 
 
 
 
 
 

14: SD 780164 Turn hard right here and 
follow the path for 100yds (90m) to find a 
gate onto a footpath on the left. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15: SD 780162 Go through the gate and 
down the short path through another gate 
onto the B6214 just opposite the car park. 
 
 
===  End of Walk ==== 
 
See next page for some information on Peel 
Monument. 
 
 
Eric Crichton 11-10-17 
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Peel Memorial  (also known as Holcombe 
Tower). Built in 1852 this well known Bury 
landmark was erected in tribute to one of 
Bury's most famous sons, Sir Robert Peel; 
founder of the Police force and Prime 
Minister 1841-1846. It cost £1,000 and was 
opened September 1852, the day after the 
inauguration of the Baily's statue in Bury. 
The tower stands 128ft high 1100 ft up and 
offers stunning views over Manchester and 
North Wales. When a flag flies from the 
tower it is open to the public, it’s interior 
staircase having been replaced after it 
collapsed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Relationship between the Holcombe Walks. 
There are 4 main largely North-South paths around Holcombe/Ramsbottom. 
These can be combined in many ways to produce walks of about 4-8 miles, mostly 
with at least 350ft ascent, up to perhaps 800ft ascent. 
Some of the public footpaths, mainly at the north end, can be non viable so do check 
through the relevant walk descriptions. The top of the Moor is mainly viable. 
Walk A – Goes along Moor Rd and Returns over the Moor top.  
           Only this walk is readily reversible. The others would have a steep final ascent. 
Walk B – Outwards along country paths between two main roads and then return via 
Moor Road. (Or combine with Walk A to return over top of moor. 
Walk C – Outwards down to and along the Irwell river then return by the country 
paths between the main roads. 
Walks D – Down and along the Irwell river then ascend to Moor Rd to return or 
combine with Walk A to return over the top of moor. 
IMPORTANT The moor has a military firing range on it. Check if it is open via .  01204 
512615 OR   www.gov.uk/government/publications/holcombe-moor-firing-times 
 

 


