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Turton Tower to Jumbles 
 
This is a 4 mile walk from Turton Towers car park through Chapletown, 
Turton Bottoms and around Jumbles Reservoir with a convenient 
refreshment break point at Jumbles visitor centre. 
Much of the walk is flat easy walking although there is 300ft between 
highest and lowest points but no steep inclines. Some limited muddy 
sections in wet weather 
Park at the front car park of Turton Towers which has a useful café when 
the tower is open. The walk could be started from the Jumbles car park. 

 

 
 

It is important to always be appropriately dressed for the conditions and carry, and know how to use, a suitable 
map for the walk. 

 
This description can be used/printed/shared for personal use, or to lead a walk but not for commercial use 

without the author’s written consent.  2-June-2016 
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1: SD731151 From the front car park at 
Turton, turn right up the road. (this is 
part of the Witton Weaver Way) After 
some 650 ft (202m) you cross the 
railway (Bolton Blackburn) on a bridge 
with towers matching Turton Tower. 
The further left one has steps leading to 
a viewpoint. Continue up the road to a 
T junction. 
 

2: SD728152 Ignore the tarmac road to 
the left and take the rough road to the 
right, which is the continuation of the 
Witton Weaver Way. Follow this track 
for about 379 yds (337m) where 
another footpath crosses this one. Go 
through the gate on the right to follow 
the grassy path downhill beside a small 
valley to a gate.  
 
3: SD730156 Pass through the gate 
onto a road beside some new eco 
homes (2017). Almost immediately 
going over a railway crossing to 
continue slightly downhill on a cobbled 
road. After 500ft (152m) the road bears 
right and a path leads straight on. 
 
 
 

4: SD732157 Take the path ahead and 
follow it down until it meets a road 
(B6391) beside the Chetham Arms in 
Chapeltown.  
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5: SD733158 At the Chetham Arms turn 
right and almost immediately cross the 
road and take the Tower Street. 
Continue to the end of the short street 
and then turn right onto a gravel track 
with a gate leading to the church which 
is now visible. 
 
 
 
6: SD734158 Go through the gate and 

head towards the church. At the church 

turn left and then right at the rear of 

the church. In the middle of the rear of 

the church a path leads to the left. After 

a short distance (156ft/50m) look for 

steps to the right. 

 
 
7: SD732157 Go down the steps and 
through a gate onto the drive of the 
house on the left. Turn left to pass in 
front of the house and meet a gate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8: SD732157 Go through a small gap in 
the wall on the right to access the 
pedestrian gate that allows you to 
continue in the same direction. Follow 
the grass path downhill with a hedge on 
the right to meet a style. 
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9: SD736157 This is the view of the style 
from the road. Note the lack of 
pavement and adjacent blind corner. 
Please take care. 
Cross the road to the pavement and go 
left downhill to find a path to the right 
just beyond a seat. 
 
 

10: SD737157 Follow this (possibly 

muddy) track downhill onto a cobbled 

road. Take time to have a look at the 

very old packhorse bridge nearly 

opposite. 

Then turn right and go 450 ft (137m) 

down the cobbled road until reaching a 

bridge. 
 

11: SD737156 This bridge crosses the 

river between the Wayoh and Jumbles 

reservoirs. On the far side of the bridge 

there is a narrow (possibly muddy) path 

to the right that follows the river. 

Follow this and after about ½ mile 

(800m) there is a signboard. 

 
 
12: SD737149 The signboard explains 
the history of the area and overlooks 
what was a quarry.  
Continue on the same path (don’t cross 
the river) and after another 1/2mile 
(800m) the visitor centre is reached.  
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13: SD736140 The centre has picnic 
tables and, if open, refreshments and is 
about halfway around the walk. Just 
beyond the centre is a car park with 
toilets. Continue through the car park 
and through an opening at the far side. 
Take either path downhill and when 
some steps are reached, take the steps 
down to a bridge. 
 

14: SD735138 The bridge crosses the 
reservoir outflow. At the other side of 
the bridge there are a number of 
choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15: SD735137 One option is to take the 
steps which lead steeply up to a road. 
Alternately take the more gentle 
inclining path to the left. After 220 yds 
(200m) a somewhat hidden path on the 
left leads to the same road. If this is 
ignored or not found, continuing 
onwards also leads to the same road 
after a further 285yds (260m). 
 
16: SD735138 Whichever path is taken 
turn right on the road. (this picture is 
the top of the steps option). Follow this 
road, going between some buildings 
and continuing on a path ignoring paths 
to the left and staying beside the 
reservoir until a bridge before more 
houses.  
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17: SD733147 Cross the bridge and 
immediately turn left up a cobbled 
road. Follow the road uphill to meet the 
B6391 again. Turn right and continue 
uphill on the pavement. After a time 
cross over when the pavement changes 
sides.  
 
 
18: SD732151 At the top of the hill is 

the entrance to Turton Towers 

driveway. Go left through the entrance 

and follow it up to the car park. 

 

 

 

The café has good cakes and 

refreshments. It’s usually open if the 

Towers are open. 

The end. 

 

 

Eric Crichton 7-3-17 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


