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Footpaths in Lancashire getting worse 
 
The Ramblers are becoming very concerned about the state of the public footpaths in 
Lancashire, which seems to be a slow, but constant gradual deterioration in the quality of the 
network, with the number of outstanding faults increasing by over 400%, which is illustrated 
by the following table - 
 

 
Jul-10 Jul-11 Jul-12 Jul-13 Jul-14 Jul-15 Jul-16 Jul-17 

Outstanding faults 790 1014 1583 2374 2884 3269 3805 4525 

 
 
It is our opinion that money spent on maintaining footpaths that is money well spent, for it 
enables people to take exercise and to relax, but we fear that this could become a more 
difficult thing to do.  
 
Recently members of the Ramblers with County Cllr Graham Gooch (Con – South Ribble 
West) walked a footpath to the west of Walmer Bridge (near Longton), towards the River 
Douglas, adjacent to a former landfill site, which is in the division (ward) that Cllr Gooch 
represents. This footpath seems to be typical of the issues that are now being encountered.  
 

On this footpath, the following issues are encountered -  

a) Two broken stiles were found in the middle of the footpath (at grid ref SD46002462), 
which makes life difficult for the user. These were first reported in 2013, but the issue 
remains outstanding. 

b) Further north on this footpath the official line is to cross Tara Carr Gutter (at grid ref 
SD45892501), but no footbridge exists at this point. Those with local knowledge will use 
the embankment to the west that was built as a flood defence, but for those without any 
local knowledge will find it is a very difficult stream to cross. Either an order to divert the 
route of this footpath onto the route being used by the locals or a new footbridge needs 
to be provided. Issuing an order to divert the northern end of this footpath would not 
bring any benefit for farmers, but would provide benefit for the public, so the cost of the 
order will need to come from local authority funds. In the 90s the Ramblers requested a 
footbridge be provided at this point, but it was subsequently agreed with staff at 
Lancashire County Council that it would be more sensible to divert this footpath onto the 
flood defence embankment, however this issue remains outstanding. 

 
In the news most weeks are articles about the need for good lifestyles and that people ought 
to become more active the desire to reduce obesity. To go for a walk in the countryside 
should bring benefits for both physical and mental health. To aid this footpaths and parks 
should be well maintained, so that the countryside is available and enjoyable to use.  
 
 
 



 

 

Notes – 
 
The Ramblers Association is a national organisation with over 100,000 members, which is 
concerned with protecting public footpaths and improving access to the countryside.  
 
Every three or four months the staff at Lancashire County Council normally meets 
representatives of the various outdoor recreational groups at which statistics are provided 
about the state of the public rights of way. From these records it is possible to extract the 
figures about outstanding defects on the rights of way in Lancashire for the part that is 
administered directly (excluding the agency agreements for Wyre and Pendle). 
 
In each parish the local authority has allocated a number to each footpath for the purposes 
of keeping records, the details of which are kept on a master map in County Hall which is 
known as the Definitive Map. The footpath concerned in this instance is Little Hoole No 24.  
 
The process of diverting a public footpath is done by the local authority issuing a Definitive 
Map Modification Order (DMMO). Most DMMOs provide some benefit for the landowner or 
farmer thus they normally pay for the cost of issuing the DMMO. 
 
Contact - David Kelly (Secretary Lancashire Footpath And Access Committee) for further 
details. Tel: 01772 312027 - 4 Buttermere Close, Bamber Bridge, Preston, PR5 4RT. 
 
 

 
County Cllr Graham Gooch with his wife on the rear stile - at the location of the two broken stiles. 



 

 
The location of the missing footbridge 

 
The alternative is to divert the footpath onto the flood defence embankment, which is presently used by the 
locals.  



 

 
County Cllr Graham Gooch (right) at a kissing gate elsewhere in Little Hoole – for a kissing 
gate provides better access especially for those suffering from knee or ankle problems. The 
Ramblers would acknowledge that providing a kissing gate whilst ideal is more expensive 
than providing a stile. 


