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A couple of decades ago the northern section of Spitlers Edge was flagged, which has 
provided many years of good service with little in the way of problems. This year a grant 
from the Lancashire Environmental Fund allowed the southern part of Spitlers Edge to 
be improved. 
 

 
 

Some parts were flagged which no doubt will give years of good service.  On other 
sections soil inversion techniques were used, which included some places where we 
would normally not have expected such techniques to be used. Only time will tell if this 
was a good decision or not.
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Introduction 

This period of austerity started in 2009 which is affecting all parts of local government, which means that the quality 
of the local footpaths has slowly declined. The thinking back in 2009 was that this period of austerity was likely to last 
about 3 years, but now 7 years later it is still with us. Slowly but surely the quality of the footpath network is gradually 
declining,  
 
Pathwatch was launched in 2015, with a report being published in Spring 2016. The Pathwatch site was recently re-
launched so hopefully Pathwatch will provide one of  the means of monitoring the footpath network. 
 
Each month we see reports that urge members of the public to exercise more, as a means of tackling obesity and a 
footpath network that is in good order would provide a cheap and enjoyable way of doing this. 
 
One item of good news during the year were the improvements to the path on the southern section of Spitlers Edge, 
with some flag stones being provided, which will no doubt give years of good service and soil inversion work being 
used on other sections. The soil inversion work was more extensive than we had expected and in some future year a 
verdict will be given about if this was a good decision or not. 
 
During the year the walks programme continued with a wide variety of walks in many different places. Lancashire and 
the surrounding counties are undoubtedly very good places to walk and we are fortunate to have such delightful 
places so close to home. Whilst campaigning work is important, we also need to make time to go out and enjoy the 
outdoors. 
 
I would like to thank all of the members who have given their time over the last year to support the work of The Ram-
blers Association in the Mid Lancashire Area. However if the Area is to continue to function effectively then it needs a 
few more members who are able to give some time to the Area. We do not need a large number of members to come 
forward, but we do need a small number of additional members who are prepared to help run the Area. We also need 
a few more members who are prepared to lead the occasional walk and/or to walk the footpaths in maybe one or two 
parishes. 
 
David Kelly 

 
 
AREA SECRETARY’S REPORT  
 
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS IN LANCASHIRE   

 
The financial crisis started in 2008, but the period of austerity in local government started the following year, with the 
cuts starting in Lancashire after the County Council elections in June 2009.  
 
Trying to quote a percentage figure for the size of the cut is not easy because of the re-organizations that have taken 
place in LCC (Lancs County Council). However we do know that the number of staff dealing with rights of way has 
reduced significantly, for in the year 2009/10 seventeen staff was shown as being on rights of way work, whilst the 
latest staff tree only shows twelve, which equates to a cut of around a third.  
 
Every four months the staff at LCC normally meets representatives of the various outdoor recreational groups at 
which statistics are provided about the state of the public rights of way. From these records it is possible to extract 
the following about the state of the rights of way in Lancashire for the part that is administered directly (excluding the 
agency agreements for Wyre and Pendle) – 
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Meeting Jul-10 Jul-11 Jul-12 Jul-13 Jul-14 Jul-15 Jul-16 

Outstanding 790 1014 1583 2440 2884 3269 3805 

Clearances in previous 4 months 664 456 390 455 344 574 593 

New reports in previous 4 months 667 512 662 634 543 586 615 
Note - July 13 is an interpolation because no figures were provided in that month because of the after effects of 
the County Council elections in May 13. 

 
When LCC receive a complaint about a public footpath they allocate a priority to it, which can be summarised as 
follows – 1 health and safety, 2 completely blocked, 3 difficult to use, 4 inconvenient and 5 other (low). If a report is 
classed as being category 4 or 5, then the probability it that it will simply added to the backlog and it is then unlikely 
to see the light of day again, unless the situation further deteriorates so that it can be placed in a higher category.  
 
The suspicion is that LCC no longer responds to a single report about a footpath problem unless health and safety is 
thought to be an aspect of the issue. If LCC are now only responding when multiple reports have been made about 
an issue, then it raises questions about RA tactics should be ? The inference appears to be to request that all 
members should report the issues they observe whilst out walking, using the various systems that are available. 
 
It is possible to make reports about public footpaths using LCC’s Highways Web Site but the snag with using this 
method is that is does not provide any intermediate reports about progress being made i.e. the system sends an 
initial acknowledgement of the report and then nothing further is heard until the report is cleared. An electronic 
system that allows for progress reports is desired. 
 
The other snag with LCC’ Highways Web Site is that it is not possible to easily associate a digital photograph with the 
report, which then means a separate email to Lancashire CC with a photograph. The staff in Rights of Way section at 
Lancashire CC are very appreciative of the photographs that are supplied by RA members, for a good photograph 
can potentially save an initial site visit.  
 
Presently the preferred way of making a report about a footpath issue is now to use email, using an Excel spread 
sheet and a digital photograph.  
 
In 2013 LCC modified MARIO (Maps and Related Information Online), possibly in an attempt to save money by 
having fewer licences, for it is no longer possible to display a map at a scale of 1:25,000. However, it is still possible 
to see good maps between the scales of 1:1,000 and 1:10,000 on MARIO, which provides good detail when checking 
the details about a footpath before making a report about a footpath issue. Most walkers however would also like 
good maps to be displayed at a scale of 1:25,000, for this is the scale that they use. 
 
As a result of local government austerity LCC is trying to reduce the number of meetings held. In 2015 the following 
meetings were held in County Hall – 4 meetings of the Local Access Forum (LAF) and 3 meetings of the Public 
Rights of Way Forum. The former was created as a result of Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, which is 
governed by regulations published by DEFRA, whilst the latter is a traditional meeting of outdoor organizations with a 
minimum of rules and procedures. In 2016 LCC decided instead of 7 separate meeting that in future there would be 3 
combined meetings of the Forums, which is a saving of 4 meetings. Only time will tell how good or not this 
arrangement is. Critics will no doubt point out that the terms of reference of the two forums appear to overlap, but 
from the RA’s perspective it was good to have a means of contact with LCC that had few rules. 
 
When in contact with the authorities the point is regularly made that money spent on footpaths is money that is well 
spent for it enables people to go walking, which ought to bring benefits in helping to tackle issues like obesity. 
Unfortunately the RA receives sympathy, but not the actions that the RA desires. 

 
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICE 
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LCC have stated that the running of the Ranger Service is not a statutory duty and would therefore like to cease it at 
the end of 2017, with the aim being to have nil spend on this item in 2018/19. This will mean making alternative 
arrangements for 90 sites that are presently owned by LCC’s Countryside Unit. 
 
In Summer 2016 LCC invited charitable and voluntary organizations to make submissions about taking over the 
running of these sites. Access to these sites on foot was to remain free but they would be able to charge for other 
items e.g. car parking, games, other activities. It is known that the Woodland Trust have stated that they were not 
interested in taking over any of the sites, but it is also known that the Wildlife Trust have been talking to LCC about 
taking over a small number of sites. 
 
Volunteers will be capable of doing low level tasks like litter picking and vegetation clearance. However the felling of 
trees and other high level tasks is likely to be beyond the abilities of the typical volunteer, so questions are being 
asked about what is going to happen when trees suffer wind damage etc. Another aspect is what controls will exist to 
prevent the sites becoming too commercial, but the details remain vague.  

 
PATHWATCH 

 
This project was launched in mid-July 2015 with the objective of getting walkers to walk the footpaths in a grid square 
and then report back using a web based system. The initial publicity at the time of the project launch was good. A 
report was provided in Spring 2016 about what had been found in 2015 as part of Pathwatch. 
 
It had been expected that Pathwatch would be re-launched in early summer, but this was then delayed until Nov. The 
revised Pathwatch would not be about completing grid squares but would simply be about reporting features 
(problems). At the time of writing it is not clear how RA’s Central Office are intending to use the data now being input 
to Pathwatch, beyond copying the report to the highway authority concerned. 

 
ACCESS TO THE COAST 

 
In late 2009 the Maritime and Coastal Access Act was passed, which included clauses about improving coastal 
access. In the North West the first section to be opened was Whitehaven going north to Allonby which was opened in 
April 2014, that was about 36km long. Staff at Natural England have admitted that this was a relatively easy section 
to do, for public footpaths already existed on the coast.  
 
It is expected that in early summer of 2017 that the next section of the Coastal Way will open from Whitehaven to 
Silecroft, which is about 55km. The planning work starting on this section in late 2012. This section will be more 
challenging because of: MoD Firing Range, Sellafield, a significant estuary at Ravenglass (Rivers Ink, Mite and Esk) 
and a stronger agricultural presence.  
 
It also became apparent that Natural England has the money to erect stiles, facilitate notices, provide drainage and to 
erect footbridges over streams. However Natural England’s budget does not allow for the provision of footbridges 
over rivers, with the most serious issue in the NW so far being the detour that is going to be needed to go round the 
estuary of the River Esk.  
 
Then in May 2014 work started on the section from Allonby to Gretna, which is about 100km long, with the path on 
this section expected to open in 2018. The path from Allonby to the estuary of the River Waver (Abbeytown) 
effectively already exists. Work will be needed to create a path around the Solway Firth.  
 
In Aug 2015 work started on planning the section around Walney Island, for the rules state that islands are to be 
planned separately. This section will be about 35km long and is expected to open in 2018. 
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In early 2016 work started planning on the next two sections of the Coastal Way in the North West, these being – 
 Silecroft to Silverdale – 101km 
 Silverdale to Cleveleys – 82km. 
These sections are expected to open in 2019. 
 
The remaining sections in the North West (Cleveleys – Liverpool – Wales Border) are scheduled to start planning in 
early 2017 and are expected to open in 2020.  
 
However those opposed to coastal access have continued to state that a good way to save money would be to 
abandon coastal access, which coupled with this Government’s continuing austerity drive could make for potential 
problems. The RA needs to be prepared to do further campaigning to get coastal access implemented should the 
expected timetable starts to slip.  
 
Places in Lancashire where issues with access to the coast are as follows – 
a) Pilling Embankment, where the whole of the eastern part is without public access and the western part is restricted 

to the period from Easter to Christmas. 
b) North Bank of the River Ribble between Freckleton and Preston for the area bounded by the River Ribble, 

Freckleton Pool, A584, A583 and the former Preston Docks is a desert as far as public footpaths are concerned. 
c) Estuary of the River Douglas. 
d) On the North Bank of the River Lune between Lancaster and Overton, plus also the section at Middleton. 

 
PRE CROW ACCESS LAND 

 

Prior to CROW (Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000) becoming operational in 2004 some moorland 
areas were available to walkers as a result of access agreements (in accordance with the 1949 Act) or by 
tradition. Reports have been made about excessive mud, especially at pinch points (stiles).  
 
In the 90s the northern section of Spitlers Edge was improved by laying flag stones, which was grant aided 
by the EU – 5B development money. The expectation was that the following year the southern section 
would be progressed, but the rules regarding EU grants were changed, for this was a period when the EU 
was being enlarged. 
 
In Spring 2010 a report was published about Spitlers Edge which recommended that further flag stones 
should be laid, which would cost just over £100k, with the cost of the helicopter to fly the flag stones in 
being the major component. Spitlers Edge is presently not part of a SSSI (although designation is in the 
pipeline), so currently will not be eligible for such grants.  
 
Then in late 2015 work started on improving the southern section of Spitlers Edge as a result of a grant 
from the Lancashire Environmental Fund, which is understood to be significantly less than the money 
previously requested, but officially no figure has been quoted. Some flag stones have been laid but on 
other sections soil inversion techniques were used. The conventional wisdom is that flag stones are laid on 
deep peat, whilst on shallow peat soil inversion methods are used. However the soil inversion was also 
done on deeper peat than we have seen previously. We are not against the use of experiments to extend 
techniques, but such experiments carry an element of risk. Only time will tell if this experiment works are 
not.  
 
Concerns have also been expressed about the path from Fiendsdale Head to Fair Snape Fell, for 
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previously the Ranger Service arranged for two jobs to improve sections of this path. The opinion has been 
expressed that a third job is now required to improve another section of this path, but with the expected run 
down of the Ranger Service it is not clear who will arrange for such a job. 
 
ACCESS TO THE OPEN COUNTRYSIDE – FELLS & COMMONS 

 
As a result of CROW access was to be provided to mountain, moor, heath, down and common. Access commenced 
in Sept 2004.  
 
When talking to members of the Ranger Service they continue to report that usage of the access areas continues to 
be light. When you ask many walkers why they do not use the access land, the frequent reply is that they do not 
know where the access points are located. This is unfortunate because the ranger service has provided some 
additional stiles in open country, these being where the landowner concerned is enlightened.  
 
We continue to mention to Lancashire CC that the signs to be found at the main access points need to be replaced, 
for many of these do not show the access points, although the key does include a symbol for a stile, but none of 
these maps show any of the walls / fences, which is an essential piece of information. Lancashire CC state that they 
do not have the money to replace these signs. 
 
A further problem is that some of the signs provided in 2004 are now beginning to fade, especially those that face 
south. Some of these signs are now virtually useless, and have therefore been recovered, for as stated previously 
Lancashire CC state they have no money to renew these signs. 
 
Whilst discussing this issue with other areas it is apparent that Lancashire CC is no worse than any other authority, 
and is better than some other authorities who have made no attempt to provide information regarding access points. 
When examining the provisions of CROW a duty exists to map the extent of access land, but little is stated about 
providing and the recording of access points. This is something that needs to be changed, which is something for a 
future countryside bill. Presently all that we can do is to exert pressure on local authorities and others to provide more 
access points, plus better information as to where the access points are located.  
 
Prior to 2004 the OS on the 1:25,000 maps showed access land (as a result of an agreement made in accordance 
with the provisions of the 49 Act) with a purple line and the access points with an arrow head. With the coming of 
CROW this was discontinued and access land was shown with a pale wash. It clearly would be useful if the OS can 
be persuaded to reinstate the access point symbol and to show such details where good local authorities are able to 
supply this information to the OS. This is something for the RA nationally to pursue.  
 
A motion was submitted by the Area for debate at General Council (National AGM) in 2014 about the issues 
concerning access points. The motion was opposed by the Board of Trustees, but the motion was passed by Council 
with an over whelming majority. After General Council the initial response by the Board of Trustees was considered 
poor and the Area made further representations. At General Council in 2015 and 2016 the Board of Trustees 
accepted that further work needed to be done on this issue.   
 
Whilst staffs at Lancashire CC have attempted negotiations with the various estates with open access land for the 
provision of more access points; this was both to gain access to the access land, and also to be able cross walls or 
fences within access land. As probably could be expected the results were mixed ranging from the good, some 
limited progress, to no progress being made. Pressure will be maintained for the provision of more access points, so 
that walkers can make full use of the access areas. For instance on the Bleasdale Estate no access will be possible 
from Calder Side to the Arbour, or along the main shooting track near Briggs Barn. 
 
Those mainly concerned with conservation have not at this stage requested any restrictions to the fells, but they have 
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decided to wait to see how the situation develops. If a sensible request for restriction on conservation grounds is 
made, it remains our wish that it should be respected. 

 

 
OTHER MATTERS 

 
In the modern era more use is being made of the internet, whilst newspaper circulation figures and the printed word 
are in decline. Presently the Area does not have its own web site, but it is considered that we ought to have one. The 
national website, does allow for areas and groups to have a small part for their own notices etc. Any information 
entered onto the national website will need to be kept up to date. 
 
Area web sites are ideal places to highlight footpath and access campaigns, but the problem is that these issues are 
often slow moving, so the problem arises of how to maintain user interest. It is also a requirement to avoid repeating 
information that is shown on the National RA web site and also what the groups are displaying. Besides the 
traditional type web sites the RA needs also to be looking at social type media (e.g. facebook, twitter) so if you can 
help with any of these aspects then please contact me. 
 
Finally I wish to thank all who have helped in the running of the Mid Lancs Area. The work of the active volunteers is 
one of our strengths, but a few more active members would enable the Association to become more effective. Whilst 
we are not seeking a large number of people to help with running the Area, we definitely need a few more members 
to assist, for some of the present active members are having to reduce their commitments, for the effects of the 
passing years is beginning to show its effects. Opportunities exist to help at both Area and Group level exist, with 
options to serve on a committee, or perhaps in some other capacity. If anybody would like more information about 
what may be involved, then please contact me. Should you be unable to help e.g. working unsociable hours, 
problems with an injury, then we thank you for remaining a member of the Association.  
 
Besides looking for members to serve on committees, the RA also needs more members who are able to lead the 
occasional walk, or maybe periodically to walk the footpaths in a couple of parishes. If you would like to know what is 
involved then either contact me or one of the group secretaries.    

 

 
David Kelly  
Oct 16 
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Treasurer Report 

Overview of Accounts for 

 

 

 

Mid Lancs Area  

For Year Ending: 
 

 

 

30 Sep 2016 

 Prior Yr Receipts This Year    Payments This Year 

 £4,000.00  From CO   £3,000.00    To CO  

 From CO Other    To Area  

 From CO via Area   3,500.00 To Group (Funding)  £2,300.00  

 From Area (Other)    To Group (Other)  

 From Group    To S/W Council  

 From S/W Council   340.46 Walks Programmes  £533.74  

 T/fer from Self-funded    Walks Related  £10.00  

 Donations     Walk Leader Training  

 Legacies   £798.01 Newsletters /Publicity  £234.00  

 Grants    Publication /Goods  

 Fundraising   £93.57 Campaigns /casework   

 £10.83  Deposit Interest  £7.99    Practical Work  

 Investment Income    Fundraising Costs  

 Publication /Goods 
Sales 

  £365.69 Meetings (Inc AGM)  £872.65  

 Advert Sales   £7.15 Admin   £78.96  

 £4,000.00  Other   £36.00 Other  

                  
-  Main FundsTotals £3,007.99 

                  
-    £4,029.35 

 Area Only Income £707.99 
 

 

Area Only 
Expenditure £1,729.35 

                  
-  

Main Funds 
Surplus/(Deficit) -£1,021.36 

 

 
  

 
     

   Main Funding 
Account This Year 

 

   Name: Unity Trust    

   Opening Balance £9,325.79  

   Surplus/(Deficit) -£1,021.36  

   Closing Balance £8,304.43  

    
This year continued the process of reducing the “Excess Funds” that both Area and some Groups have, mainly by 
reducing or not claiming any subscription income. 
For the second year, the Area and Groups have submitted their reports in the format expected by CO. There is merit 
in the groups adopting this format for their own accounts and AGM. 
The deficit on Area is deliberately due to claiming only £700 main fund income this year and the extra cost of 
Members Day in 2016. 
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The budgets for next year also include some further reductions of excess funds, though as CO is experiencing high 
budget claims it will be prudent to ensure none of the assets fall too low. 
 
The high level of meeting cost is due to having a Member’s Day involving training tasters, walks, buffet, AGM and 
speaker instead of the usual Walk/AGM/speaker and subsequent donation, speaker, food and material costs. 
 
Achieving consistency of cost allocation continues to be an on-going challenge. 
 
Eric Crichton 

 

Footpath Secretary 
 

Do you walk in the Howgills ?  Do you walk in the Bowland Forest ? 

Do you walk in the Lake district ?  Do you walk in the Yorkshire Dales? 

Do you walk ANYWHERE on DEFINITIVE FOOTPATHS ? 

If you answer YES to any of the above questions, then please consider what the “Ramblers” are doing in those areas 
to keep the footpaths open, and walkable, by undertaking regular footpath surveys. 

We need this to happen more in our Mid Lancs Area. 

There is usually some footpath surveying going on, but we need more members of Mid Lancs to put themselves 
forward to volunteer to help with surveys. 

Mid Lancs covers an area from the west coast (Fleetwood to Southport) to the Ribble Valley fells; from the West 
Pennine Moors to Lancaster and the north east edge of Beacon fell. 

The Big Pathwatch took over some of our surveying this year. 

Thank you to those of you who became involved.  Volunteers who put themselves forward to take part in further 
surveys will be contacted in the year 2017 with details about other target areas. 

I HOPE YOU DON’T MIND ME PUTTING FORWARD THIS REQUEST AS I DID A FEW YEARS AGO. 

The usual statistics, for the annual report, are not available but there was a minimum of activity this year. 

If you come upon a footpath problem it needs to be reported. You can do it yourself by reporting to LCC , or if your 
local Group website has a footpath reporting option then this may be more effective. Alternatively you may wish to 
contact one of the officers. 
 
Joe Howard – Area Footpath Secretary. 
 

 

Membership 

The details of the members of each group is as follows – 

                        Sep 12          Sep 13          Sep 14          Sep 15  Sep 16         
Chorley   296  292  285  286         291   
Fylde               343  321  306  288       276 
Garstang                70       66                  60    63         63 
Preston     201  179  168  162       142 
Sth Ribble 191  173  172  165       148 
W Lancs              182  167  165  163       153 
LYPWG                 97    92    90    69         78 
LWW                     87    70    61    61         54 
Others                    2      3    10    17         24 
 
Total                1,469            1,363                 1,317            1,274                  1,229 
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Nationally in the year 2014/15 the membership showed a small decline from 107,584 to 107,371 which is a 
decline of 0.2%. Locally the decline was 3.3%. The two previous years the local decline was worse than the 
decline shown nationally, so this year the pattern has continued.  

This year in 2015/16 the national membership showed another decline to 105,990 which is a reduction of 
1.3%, whilst locally the decline was 3.5%. This means that this is another year in which the local decline 
has been worse than the national decline. 

David Kelly 

 

Walk Programme Report 
 
Most of the groups contributed to the Area Walk Programme listings, though a bit more support may be welcome in 
the process of uploading to the Rambler Site. 
More than 445 walks were displayed on the Rambler site and 415 included in the distributed walk programme from 6 
of the groups.  37 walks a month, 8.5 a week. 
The distribution of walks was:-   Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  Sun 
                                                     7        39    94    59    1    96   149      
 
A Walk Festival was advertised from 4-12th June with groups adding extra walks so there were some 31 walks on 
offer over the 9 day period, 3+ a day. Some groups found this beneficial but overall a repeat is not seen as high 
priority. 
 
A Navigation Workshop was run twice by Eric with help from a number of Chorley Leaders. Initiated initially through 
Chorley it expanded to include members from elsewhere and a few “outsiders”. Some 44 people attended one of the 
two workshops and some attended some practice walks. This included 10% and 7% of Chorley and Ribble members, 
plus a few others from elsewhere. There will be further opportunities for practice walks. 
 
Eric Crichton 
 
 

GROUP REPORTS 
 

Chorley Group Report 
 
The group has given some attention to 
membership level by focusing on walking 
programme, publicity and events. As a result a 
steady decline in membership has been 
reversed and significantly improved. Monitoring 
more closely than once a year highlighted 
interesting and concerning trends. There were 
50% more new members and twice as many 
transfers from elsewhere (e.g. Wigan…) this 
year. 
 
The walk programme has been increased from 
about 2.5 walks/week to 3 walks a week 
regularly on Tuesday, Saturday and Sunday with walks from 4 miles to challenging, making a total of 149 walks this 
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year. Typically 8-15 people are on walks though it can reach 22 or so. 
 
The Walk Festival initiated by Area was capitalised by using it for widespread publicity around the Chorley area and 
we put on 9 walks in the 9 days all respectably attended. The walks included our monthly coach trip, thanks to Denny, 
tackling Wainwright’s Way and other walks, and the monthly Scramblers walks for children (and parents) arranged by 
a number of leaders. 
 
Our usual Xmas lunch and Remembrance Day walk organised by Barbara Williams, sadly no longer with us, were 
well attended as was a memorial walk and picnic in the Yarrow Valley organised by Marian Owen in memory of Terry 
who left Chorley a substantial legacy.  
 
We also initiated a navigation workshop, which subsequently expanded to include other groups taking in 44 
attendees with some following up on practice walks. 
 
Our team of footpath checkers continued their excellent work and checked about 67% of the Parish paths. This was 
overseen by Marian Owen resulting in some 44 issues being reported and 88 claimed resolved. The lower than usual 
level of reported issues reflects adjusting to the Councils pressures by focusing on significant path issues only. 
 
Our substantial web site maintained by Mike Wisdom is the main source of contact from new members and provides 
a host of information for new and existing members. Mike has also taken over the Chairmanship of Chorley with Eric 
having dropped out for personal constraints. 
 
Eric Crichton 

 
 
Flyde Group 
 
Our group continues to offer a full and varied walks programme throughout the year. Our volunteer walk leaders take 
us not only around Lancashire but often into Cumbria , West Yorkshire and beyond. It is good to see that we are 
maintaining a fine walking programme but also that the walks are well attended by group members. It is warming to 
view the wonderful photos recording where have been and what we have seen. Please continue with submitting your 
walk reports, this is our best recruitment tool for new ramblers, letting the online world see what great pleasure can 
be had just by getting out there in the real world…….. 
 
In spring this year the group engaged in a new venture …. Footpath maintenance. We have been working alongside 
the Countryside Rangers from Wyre BC cutting back overgrown vegetation, litter picking and general path clearance 
works. This short programme has been a success and the group is now liaising with Lancashire County Council to 
identify footpaths in the Fylde Area which need attention. The activity has attracted a small regular band of volunteers 
who are helping to maintain and improve the paths and rights of way that we love to walk. I hope that we continue our 
good work and our volunteer group can grow such that we can make a difference and help our local authorities 
maintain our footpaths in these difficult economic times. 
 
Group membership has shown a small reduction over the year and this follows the general trend throughout country. 
Ramblers are keen to attract new membership as I am sure you are all aware, the “Walking about Britain” festival one 
example campaign which took place earlier this year. As a group we must attract new members in order to sustain 
our excellent walks programme and support the charitable objectives of Ramblers. Word of mouth is often the best 
way to encourage friends and family to join us and share in the benefits that walking brings. 
 
The committee continue to meet regularly and discuss the running of the group and the many issues affecting the 
group.  
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Finally I would like to thank all the volunteers, the committee, the walk leaders, the walk coordinators and our 
footpath maintenance team for all the hard work and commitment to the continuing achievements of Fylde Ramblers. 
 
 

Garstang Group 
 
Another varied programme of weekend walks where we were mostly blessed with good weather.  
 
Several members enjoyed a trip to Pitlochry using a Shearing five day coach holiday. The accommodation was 
excellent and the sun shone on our walks with fabulous views. 
 
One or two members have been absent due to health problems but we hope to see them fully recovered in the near 
future. 
 
According to our list of members there seem to be a few names we still have to meet in person on our walks. 
 
  

Preston Group 
 

This report is essentially a copy of previous years reports – there have been no significant changes of personnel or in 
the group's activities. 
 
The Committee of Ramblers Preston Group has continued its work as previous years and still meets at Joe and 
Marie Howard's house – many thanks are due to them for their hospitality. Apart from keeping the committee supplied 
with tea, coffee and home made cakes, Marie Howard serves as the minutes secretary. 
 
The members of the Preston Group committee have continued in their respective roles. We are still without a group 
Countryside Secretary - Joe Howard has continued with the planning applications aspect. 
 
Kath Finlayson has continued as group membership secretary. In terms of membership, the gradual decline in overall 
Preston Group numbers has continued – we are now down to the 140 level: a loss of 30% since 2012. This rate of 
loss is unsustainable. Fortunately the number of active group members has continued for several years at the 30 or 
so level. The problem is one of having very little in the way of new recruits: we seem to just pick up the odd elderly 
walker who has retired and wants a mid week walk. 
 
David Thompson and Peter Swain have continued the role of Walk Co-ordinators. The Wednesday walks have 
continued to be well supported - typically 20 to 30 attendees: with a significant number from other Mid Lancashire 
groups. 
 
On the publicity front, Peter Swain has continued to keep the web site up to date. 
Peter has enabled us to continue publishing an attractive Preston Walks Program leaflet. The Group Chairman is 
preparing its third Walks Around Preston leaflet that will describe a walk in the Barton and Bilsborrow area. Eileen 
Dearnaley has continued the role of Publicity Secretary, responsible for distribution of the leaflets to the public. Other 
members of the committee have helped.  
 
The footpath work has continued under the care of Brian Dearnaley and Joe Howard but we need more path walkers, 
especially as the number of path problems continues to increase. Joe Howard has organised a group of volunteers to 
survey Goosnargh Parish footpaths this next year – a huge area with well over 200 paths. The group chairman gave 
up on the idea of creating a Walks Around Preston leaflet based on Goosnargh because of the footpath problems. 
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Members of Preston Group participated in the “Big Path Watch” organised by central office. However the whole of the 
area allocated to Preston Group could not be surveyed, particularly the important rural north areas. However, Central 
Office are proposing another run of the Big Path Watch, perhaps this time Preston Group will be able to provide more 
coverage of the  northern parishes. 
 
David Thompson 

 
 
South Ribble Report 
 
The group continues to have a well supported walk programme with a walk every Thursday in the year. Typically 
there are some 20+ walkers on a walk in all but the more unpleasant days. Thanks go to Dave Walsh for single 
handedly organising the walk programme. 
 
The level of attendance does not seem to be unduly affected by the limited decline in membership. 
 
Eric Crichton 

 
 
West Lancashire Group 

In the year ending September, 2016, we have organised and led 40 walks. An average of 12 members and guests 
(14 in 2014-2015) joined each walk. Our programme included a walk using Merseyrail. Our May Bank Holiday coach 
trip to Settle was a success. 35 members and friends enjoyed the led walks on a fine Yorkshire Dales day. Members 
continue to join other mid Lancashire groups for walks and those from other groups often join our walks. We continue 
to have a willing and responsible group of members to lead our walks. There were no incidents on any of our walks 
that caused injury or distress to those in the party. Two walks were cancelled due to the severe flooding in December 

Group membership is 150 (163 in September, 2015). We continue to attract new members but also to lose members. 
Non members are made welcome as guests on our walks. If a non member joins our walks regularly then he or she 
is asked to consider becoming a member.  

We produce three walk programmes each year. These are distributed to members either as email attachments or by 
Royal Mail. For our most recent programme we sent 55 by Royal Mail, 60 by email and gave out some on walks.  

Our web pages are part of the Ramblers main national website. All our walks are listed on the web pages with a map 
showing the starting point. This facility is particularly useful to walkers from outside our area who wish to join one of 
our walks. 

We have held three Group Committee meetings, at the Grove Centre, Burscough, and have had a representative at 
most Area Council meetings. We planned to have a stand, jointly with West Lancashire Footpath Group, at The 
Green Fayre at Beacon Park over a weekend in July. Unfortunately the event was cancelled due to the very wet 
ground conditions. Our Christmas meal at Briars Hall was enjoyed by all present as were the pub lunches we had 
following three morning walks. 

We examine planning applications that may affect a right of way and respond where appropriate. Members report 
footpath problems to LCC although are often disappointed at the lack of remedial action by the authority.  

We have worked within our budget. This year we agreed to receive no funding from Area. Our Treasurer has kept the 
Group Committee up to date with our spending.  
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Our Publicity Officer has submitted details of walks to the local press and promoted the Group in other ways. 

Geoff Wright 

 
LYPWG  (Lancashire Younger Persons Walking Group) 
 
At the start of November 2015 there were 67 active members attached to the Lancashire Young Persons Walking 
Group. This has increased in 2016 and there are now currently 74 active members which has remained reasonably 
constant since July 2016. It is hoped that this steady increase with continue into 2017. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has volunteered for the group this year, committee, walks and socials 
Whilst a decreasing number of volunteers offer to lead walks, we have maintained a steady programme of events 
during the year. Meet-up attendance has declined as we have limited places to 10 to reduce some of the issues of 
people using the group as a last minute back up plan. Meet up advertising costs have been covered. There some 
issues with Meet Up which need to be addressed. For example, those failing to turn up or to observe the usual walk 
etiquette and social media etiquette. We will be discussing the issue of the identity of the group, for which nearly all of 
us are in our 40’s, and no longer can realistically call ourselves as young. 

 
LWW  (Lancashire Weekend Walkers) 
 
No report. 


